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General Aſſembly, -- 


Right Reverend Minifters and Elders of this General Aſſembly, 
[| Shall not take up your Time with any thing concerning my ſelf, 


being ſenſible oft 1o many Natural Untitneſles for the CharaQter 1 

bear, that it were no little Diſingenuity, to endeavour by an Apo- 

logy to extenuate them ; Bur being very unexpettedly Commanded 
by the King, whoſe Orders I Diſpute not, to meer you ac this Aﬀlem- 
bly, I chooſed rather to expole my Reputation which hitherto: T 'have 
becn tender enough of, with this Diſadvantage to come after -a Perſon ſo 
well Qualified and Fitted for this Aﬀfaw; then to decline any thin 
wherein His Majeſty may think I could in the leaſt be Serviceable to 
Him, or have any Vroſpect of being any manner of way Inſtrumental 
1n ſettling the Peace of the Church, which hath for ſo' long a time been 
Rent, without any. great appearance hitherto of an effettual ways for 
its Healing. 98”; 

And indeed the known Inclinations of His Majeſty to go the greateſt 
length can conſiſt with Royalty, to effeCtuate ſo good a Work, are no 
leſs Encouragements to your: 'Well-wiſhers, 'then they thould be Incite- 
ments to make you go all the Lengths andAdvances on your parts,that fuch 
a Pious and Proteſtant King deſerves at your Hands, who is willing-todo 
more. voluntarly, than what+-could ever be: extorted trom His Royal Pre- 
deceiſors, even un their loweſt-Condition ; ' And which can in Reaſon never 
be expected from any ſhall ſucceed in the Royal Throne: ''But as no lefs 
was to be look*d for from :the Return of-your Prayers, and your 4incere 
Endeavours inthe work of the Miniſtry in the midſt of ſharpeſt Tryals, 
than the bleſſing of ſuch a King, your Deliverer, who in -following 
the Steps of his Renowned and Noble Predeceſſors the' Princes of Orange, 
the Bulwark and/Deliverers of the Proteſtant Intereſt throughout the world, 
hath now in a manner put it in-your own Hands, 'to ſettle the Peace, and 
Unity ot our Church ; to uporr the other hand, if thereſhovid be any Shy- 
ne(3 or-Remiſnefsin coming up the length togive His Majeſty a ſutable Re- 
rurn, as it will be juſtly thought by your Friends, a Stroke from Heaven, 
trom hidden Caules-ot- GODS unſearchable Decrees, as the DeſtruCtion of 
the Primitive Churches were; So the Opportunity loſt, will be an Adyan- 

'tage and Rejoicing to your Enemies, probably not to be regained. But I 
 thall wiſh and hope tor better things from thisReverend'and Wife Aﬀem- 
bly, who have in your own Hands, to mike your ſelves a more-general 
one, by uniting the Church, removing Error- and: Scandal, topping the 
Mouths of your Adverſaries, and make the: Church of . Scor{axd more Fa- 
mous than any Church, or Church-aen IT know, who in no Age were 
much commended for Charity towards'their Brethren :; though no Chri- 
{tian Duty is ſo much recommended by Huy Scripture. 


= | "x There | 


$f ©: 


T3; 
_ There is one thing I cannot forbear to mention,much talk'd of, being much 
in the Heads, and in Controverhe in this Age, which 1s Charch-Government, 
and which I cannot deny to be Material, it being the Hedge abour the Vine- 
yard, without which the tender Plants cannot be raiſed, neither the mature 
Fruit well preſerved ; Yet in compariſon of ſeveral others, it appears notto 

Wo= great Conſequence, being that which ſo many Learnect, Pious and 

10dox Divines difter ſo much upon, who would lutter Martyrdom be- 
fore they would yield to Points, that make not fo great Note, and tho thar 
Fexce be of very good uſe, it cannot be ſuppoſed, it 1s raiſed ro keep out Fel- 
low-labourers, who are willing to work 1n the Vineyard ; S:xce thoſe came 
#n the laſt hour, were made equal with thoſe that came in at the firſt hour, who 
had born the burden, and heat of the day ; So it would ſeem reaſonable, that 
fince the Biſhops, who were look*d upon as your Perſecutors,bcing laid aſide 
by A& of Parliament, and of whom, tho it cannot be ſaid, they did come up 
the length of the Piety, or Moral Virtues, of thoſe Biſhops of the Primitive 
Times, or of thoſe in our Neighbour Nation of Exg/azd, who have given ſo 
recent a Teſtimony of their Faithfulneſs ; Yet that ſhould be no ance, 
why thoſe ſhould not be cordially received into the Government, who are 
already in the Exerciſe of the more Efſentials, with this double Advantage, 
both to ſtrengthen you conſiderably, and leave the others without ſomuch 
as the hopes of either Party, or Abettors. 

W hat can afcer this be the Grounds of rational Apprehenſions or Jealou- 
fies? Since Epiſcopacy is now Aboliſhed, and Presbytary Eſtabliſhed by an 
AQ of Parliament, which his Majeſty f{ince, hath given repeated Afſuran- 
ces, not to alter ; Sure then the moſt Prudent, whereof, I am per{waded, 
there are many in this Grave and Wiſe Aſſembly, will not {ſtand upon Ni- 
ceties and PunQilio's, ſo extrinſick to Men of your Profeſſion, which even 
ro Laicks, Princes or States, where Points of Honour have got ſo unreaſon- 
able Footing upon, are at beſt but blameable Formalities, which neither 
anſwers the Laws of GOD, nor Men; nor Biggottry, which I hope, you 
need not be guarded againſt, though incident to Church-Men ; And the 
Character of the Erroneous, is found to be oftneſt lodged 1n the narroweſt 
Heads and Capacities, and frequently miſtaken for Zeal. 

But I torbear, being loath to take up your time; Oaly this, that I think 
it a Stretch to Reaſon, to comprehend how _ Authority, in a Prote- 
{tant King, can Claſh with a Proteſtant Church, in his own Dominions, 
no Articles of Faith being controverted ; So I ſhall only lay before you, 

hat His Majeſty, with ſo much Reaſon _ and which both your 

; Kant and Enemies, looks upon with ſuch difterent _ and Expectations, 
and is, whatT ſuppoſe, your real Intereſt, in the firit place, cheerfully to 
receive your Brethren with open Arms, who are willing to Join, and who 
have never been made appear to be either Scandalous or Erroneous, and 
who are ready to ſubmit to the Gevernment, and leave thoſe things of 
{ſmaller moment, until that great Blefling of a Chriſtian Charitable Union 

be perfe&ted, without which, all endeavours elſe, will be to {mall purpoſe ; 

But upon the other hand, if there ſhall be any Miniſters, that Preached 
under Epiſcopacy, ſhould now have any Remiſneſs to imbrace the Offer of 
your accepting of them as it will diſcover what Spurits they are of, and 
what Meaſures ſhould be taken, ſo it ſhould not retard, nor render ſu- 
ſpect ; thoſe who freely offer themſelves. 

But I ſhall hope, that henceforth, the only Endeavour ſhall be, in an holy 

Emulation, who ſhall ſhew moſt readineſs, to be Unite; That they may , 
join their Labours, inthe work of the Miniſtry ; And that my part may on- 
ly be that of a Wirnef,, with the SatisfaCton of having the Honour to Ac- 
quaint his Majeſty of what I am confideat he will be very well pleaſed with. 
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